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see vegetation and flora of the West. Gone are the tropical
trees and flowers and fruits of the plains, and we are as it
were in a European wood and garden, amid the scenery of
Switzerland. Let us look at the trees. We shall find the
Cheer Pine or Terebinth, which is Pinus longifolia, and higher
up, the Blue Pine or Pinus excelsa, the Spruce which is Picea
Morinda, the Norwegian Fir which is Abies Webbiana, and
Cedrus Deodaris, the Deodar that is first cousin to the Cedar
of Lebanon; there are many oaks, Quercus Indica and Quercus
sesquicarpifolia,) there are Hazel and Lombardy and White
Poplars, there are ferns and dripping wells, and wood straw-
berries, apples and plums, and many a flower to delight the
European eye. British capital and British industry have
made them hives of commerce of sorts while the Indian trader
has shops galore. In some cases such as Simla, a railway
winds up the slopes for sixty miles from the plains, and in
these days motors throng the roads which formerly were the
territory of galloping chaises, when Kipling wrote his haunt-
ing lilt of the cclanging tonga bar*, and the lover's drive.

Now what shall we do with ourselves, if we go to the
Himalaya? Well, if you go in winter, go up by car or train
to Simla and smell the hills, there will be plenty of room
in the hotels, and perhaps heavy snow on the roads, but go
see it and such a wall of snow behind it as no Alps can ever
show. But we will assume that like Padgett M.P. you have
been persuaded to stay through the summer not among the
mosquitoes, but among the pines and deodars and the hill
captains, the choice young men who spend their leave there
for your delectation, if you be of the feminine sex. In that
case too, I ought to tell you what to wear, only I dare not,
and times change so fast, and what was written when you
are down to the ground might be read when you are up to
the knees. But for the feminine there is this rule: Wear
what you wear in a not too warm summer in Merry England,
and have a useful supply of evening dresses, for you will
dance or otherwise festivate most nights. Quantity is neces-
sary more than quality, unless you are a top-notcher.
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